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To my son Konstantinos and to his generation



Mepiexdpeva

MpdAoyog
Eicaywyn
Apxaia
©dhaooa
Algdvia
Kaikia
Wapépata
BAdotnon
KaMgpyeleg
AUTEN

ENG

Nepd
Métpeq
Oikiopof
Katoikieg
APXOVTIKA
Mépteg
Movormdta
MeploTeEPWVER
AvepOUUAOI
ExkkAnodkia
Movaotpia
Apdpeva
AvBpwrol
AyyEIOTIAQOTIKN
"Hxol

MouNid
Kageveia
["aotpovopia
Mouoikn
Blopnxavikd ktripia
EnfAoyog
>x€dia
BiBANioypaoia

@)
N O N ON DM

o O

T T T (AT T U O

\OOOOO\ICI\JSUwhwr\)~

N
O
N N

210
220
230
236
242
248
258
2/4
282
288
294
302

Prologue
Introduction
Antiquities
The Sea
Harbours
Caiques
Fishing
Flora

Crops
Vineyards
The olive
Water
Rocks
Villages
Houses
Mansions
Doors
Footpaths
Dovecotes
Windmills
Chapels
Monasteries
Special events
People
Pottery
Sounds
Birds

The coffee house
Gastronomy
Music
Industrial buildings
Appendix
Drawings

Bibliography



NpoAoyog

«Nal, n autokpatopia eival dppwoTn Kai TO XelpATEPO atT’ OAQ,
Tpoomabel va cuvnBioel TIC TANYEQ TNG.
O oKomég TwV e€ePEUVNOEWV ou eival ToUTog:
Wdxvovtag yia Ta ixvn TG eUTUXiag mou diakpivovTtal akoua
HETPAW TNV EMeIYn TNG.
Av B€AeIg va pdbeig Moo okoTdd! umidpxel yUpw oou,
TTEETEl va 0EUVeIQ TO PAEUUA KOITAZOVTAQ Ta PAKPIVA
aoBevIKG QWTa».

‘ltaho KaABivo, Or Adpatecg lNdAeic

evvnBnka otnv ABnva amd yoveic ABnvaioug kai to Alyaio Méhayog
TO TIPWTOYVWPIoA apyd, ota 17 pou xpdvia, dTav Ta KAAOKaipIa, Je TIQ
POITNTIKEQ TTAPEEC AVAKAAUTTTAKE TIG EPNUIKES TIAPANIEG TWV VNOIWV.
210 lMoAepikd Nautikd otav unnpetoa yia 32 pnveg — toon ntav
n Bnteia ekeivn v emmoxn Adyw NG EAANVOTOUPKIKAG €vTaong OTO
Ayaio — wg vautng ota avTitoptAKA To diEoxioa arm’ dkpn o’ dkpn. H
YVWPIYIa auTh e Ta vnoid ATav peuyaAéa Kal emaaveiakn, Ikavh dumg
Va JoU dNPIOUPYNOE! TO eVOIAPEPOV KAl VA dWOw OTOV £AUTS POU TNV
UTTOOXEON VA TA ETOKEPTW O€ KAAUTEPEG OUVONKEQ.

Bupduar aképa v eviumiwon TToU JoU TTPOKAAECE O TPWTOC VN-
OlOTIKOC YAUOG TToU TTapakoAoUBnoa otn Zipvo. Tnv eixape KOTTavhoel
mapdvopa arr’ To TTOAEPIKG TIACIO TToU ATV O EMIPUATKN dEPEVO OTO
Aidwvi, pe Tov ZIpvié kAnpouxa pou Mridumn Mrieke, yia va ywwpiow Ta
Tiepipnua oipvaiika yapnAia yAévTia. Ta kAtaompa oTitia, Ta JekAdeQ
EKKANOAKIQ, oI Jouaoikoi pe Ta BIoAId kal Ta AaoUTa TTou cuvodeuav
™ VUPn Kal TovV YapTpo g TNV EKKANGIa, N TEAETN, TA TTAOTENIA TTOU
poipazav yia va ‘vai zéxapn o BI6g, ya Tdvw arm’ 6Aa 1o yAEVTI, To
EePdvTwpa Kal 0 xopdg, O TPWTOG PMAAOG TTOU XOPEWA VIUPEVOQ
VAUTAKI, ATAV yIa Péva Pia armokAAuwn evég dAou kéopou. Quudual
akéun v dypia xapd Kal Tov evBousoIaopd TToU £Volwod, KABWS EAeya
PECA pou «auTtdq eival o TOTIOG 00U,

A6 10TE Tdve TPIAvTa Xpovia Tou Tagidedw oTo Alyaio. H apxikn
HoU TIEPIEPYEIT VA TO YWwPIow PETARARBNKe og peydAn aydrn, anepid-
ploTo Baupacpd kar Babu evdiapEpov yia KaBe TTuxn g zwng Tou. Me
HIO PWTOYPAPIKA UNXaVA, UIa BIVTEOKAWEQQ, €va HayvNTOP®VO Kal €va
urmok oxediwv yupiza Ta vnold Tou Alyaiou amotui®vovtag EIKOVER,
OUVOMINEG, xoug, mavnyUpla, Toayoudid, apnyAoEIg.

>1a péoa g dekatiag Tou '90, OToUG XWPOUG VO Eeviva TTou
€pTIaga oTIg AeUKeg, OTO TTAVEPOPPO 0pevd xwpld Tng Mdpou, dn-
pioUpynoa Kai éva pikpd Mouoeio Adikou MoAtiopoU tou Ayaiou. 2e
yia aiBouca 300 T.u. ToToBeTBNKaY OAC TA EUPNUATA TwV TAEIBINV
Hou (Kkepapikd, €mmAa, okeln, epyaAeia, TETPWHATA), EVQ €Va PWTO-
yPa®Ikd apxeio, pia BIBAIOONKN pe avtioToixa Bepatikd BIBAIA, aAAd
Kal Ox€dIa amo OTiTIa, MEPICTEPIVVES, EKKANOIEG, TAPOAVADECS, KA.,

“Yes, the empire is sick and, what is worse, it is trying to become
accustomed to its sores.
This is the aim of my explorations: examining the traces of
happiness still to be glimpsed, | gauge its short supply.
If you want to know how much darkness you must sharpen your
eyes, peering at the faint lights in the distance”.

ltalo Calvino, Invisible Cities

I was born in Athens to Athenian parents and | got to know the Aegean
late, discovering its deserted island beaches in the long hot summers
of my college days. Later, during a 36-month stint aboard destroyers
(three full years because Greece and Turkey looked set to declare
full-scale war on each other at the time), | travelled its length and
breadth many times over. And though my contact with the islands
may have been fleeting and skin-deep, it was enough to arouse my
interest: | promised myself | would visit the islands again under better
circumstances.

| can still remember my first island wedding. Our ship was moored
alongside Sifnos quay on alert, but a friend on watch had let me and a
Sifnian shipmate of mine sneak off: Babis wanted to give me a taste of the
Sifnian wedding celebrations he’'d been teling me about for so long.

It's all there in my head still: the gleaming white of the houses, the
chapels, the musicians with their violins and lutes accompanying the
bride and groom to the church, the service, the sesame sweets handed
out to make their life together sweet, but above all the shindig after: the
eating the drinking the dancing: the first balos of my life, me dancing
in my sailor suit, gave me a glimpse of another world. | can still feel the
fierce joy and enthusiasm burning in my breast as | told myself: “this
is where you belong”.

In the thirty years since then, | have never stopped exploring the
Aegean.

My initial curiosity developed over the years into a profound love, un-
bounded admiration and a lasting interest in every aspect of island life.

| started travelling the Archipelago armed with a camera, a cas-
sette recorder, a video camera and a sketchpad recording images,
conversations, sounds, panegyria, songs and tales.

In the mid Nineties, | set up a little Museum of Aegean Folk Culture

in a small guest house I'd opened in Lefkes, one of Paros’ most beauti-






OUMTTANPWVOUV TNV €IKOVa ToU ApXIMEAdYOUQ YIa pid KAAUTEPN YVw-
pIuia pazi Tou.

Me TTepINYNOEIC OTOUC XWPOUG Kal 0Td ekBgpata Tou Mouoeiou
HETEPEPA OTOUG EMOKEMTEG AUTA TToU €volwBa Kal yw®pIza yid 10
Aiyaio, yia To TG auTtdg O TOTIOG TNG £0XATNG OAIYAPKEIAG Kal TNG
JEYIOTNG OTEPNONG 0dNyNBnke oe dnuioupyieq TETOIAG TTOINTIKAQ
opopPIdg.

Mpiv and Tepimou €81 xpdVIa UMMKE OTO PJUAAS IOU N OKEWN VA
Kataypdyw AN auti T yv@on Kal TV eQTelpia mou eixa oe €va Bi-
BAi0. Na dwow dnAadn, péoa amd Adyia Kai eikdveg autd mou éuaba
yia 1o Alyaio Kai va polpacte To UNIKO TTOU CUYKEVTPWOoa OAa autd
Ta XpPOVIa.

H ox€on pou pe To Ayaio kal Ta vnold tou pe kaBdpioe. Mou
€dwoe TNV euKalpia va avakaAUyw évav KOoWOo TToU Je €Kave Ka-
AUTepPO Kal copdTtePo oav dvBpwro. Bprka ¢’ autd tnv oucia Twv
TPAyUdTwy, TIou TTEPA amd BIOPATIKA epreipia yivetal Ugda okéwng
Kal kateubuvon zwng.

To BIBAo auTtd efval To anotunwua dowv eida, dKouoa Kal EVolwoa
yvwpizovtag amé kovtd témoug kai avBpwroug. Eival ta onuddia dAwv
QUTQV TWV EUTIEIPIOV PECA LOU.

Mati ta 2nuddia tou Alyaiou dev eival Timota dAo TTapd n Tau-
TOTNTA TWV VNOIV TOU. EiTe TIPOKEITal yIa pUOIKEG OUOPPIES, EITE yIa
avBpwmveg emepPAoEIg, eite yia dpacTnpIdTnTeg, eival Ta onuddia TTou
T0 Kdvouv povadiké. Matl, MapdAeg TIG AAOINCEIG Kal TIG ETMEPBACEIQ
névw OTO alyaloneAayiTiko Torio, Ta onpddia Tou Alyaiou efval ekef.
ANMa rreBapéva oav apxaloAoyIkd EUPNUIATA VA CTEAVOUV TA UnvUuaTa
NG 0OPIag Toug, AAa nuIBavn va B€Aouv €va QIN zwng, Aiyeg dOoEIQ
€UAIOBNOIAG, TEPUPEPGTNTAG KaI PPOVTIDAG yia va avactnBouv, va zni-
oouV Kal va Eavaumouv otnv kabnuepivaétnTd pag, kai AAAa zaoviavd
va divouv dUVAIKG €va NXnEd TIApPAV.

Katd tn didpkeia Twv Tagidicdv Jou SUwg, To HEYAAUTEPO KEPDOQ
Jou Atav or oNPadIaKER YWwpIKieq Hou pe Toug avBpwmoug. Kdbe ou-
vAvINon ATav Kal Jid ouykAOVIOTIKA BouTid oTo Bog Tou ApximéAayouc.
Betepdvol g BlomdAng, amhof Adikol Texviteg, wapddeg, aypdTeg, ou
N zwnh Kal N 0x€on Toug Pe T eUon Toug €kave 0oPoug.

Mpdowta kaBapd, Adyia Aiya, pe pia Tikpr cogia va evaAdooe-
Tal avandviexa ' €va autooapkaoTikd xioupop. Kar étav oe ouvava-
OTPEPOVTAI, Va Ot KePDZOUV Pe TNV TIPWTN KoupévTa. Ki arr’ v dAAn,
OUVEIDNTOTTOINUEVOI TTONITEG, TTABIACUEVOI EPEUVNTEC, TIPOIKIOHUEVOI
TIEQINYNTEQ, EPAOITEXVES PUOIODIPeES, autodidaktol Aaoypdpol, di-
avooUPEVO! OPAUATIOTEG, EXOVIAG APIEPWOE! XPOVIA OAOKANPA OTn
HEAETN TNQ 10TOPIAC TOU TATOU TOUg, PdxovTal he TId6og via To Tpo-
@aveg. Tnv urepdormion kar Tn JIAPUATEN Tou TEOTOU ZwhG TOUG Kal
TOU TTIOAITIOWOU TOUG.

Kar T€Aog o1 npwIkol eKOOTES TwV EKATOVTADWY EPNUEPIDWYV TTOU
KUKAOQOPOUV 0Ta VNoId Tou APXITIEAQYOUG, TTOU HE TepdoTIEG DUOKO-
Aeg, Trevixpd PEOQA Kal OIKOVOUIKER BUGTEG (TTOMEQ POPES N KUKAOPO-
pla evdg Tommkou eviumou dev uriepBaivel Ta 500 pUANG) TTaAeUouv
yIa TNV AMMa avdamntugn, yia Ty TIpooTacia Tou mepIBAAOVTOR Kal Th
AIdowon NG TMOATIOTIKAQ KANPOVOUIAG.

ful mountain villages. There, | laid out all the spoils of my wanderings
(ceramics, furniture, pottery, tools, stones) in a 300m? exhibition space
along with my collection of photographs, a library of relevant literature,
and my sketches of homes, dovecotes, churches and boatyards.

I'd talk visitors around the exhibition, and somehow managed to
convey how | felt and what | knew about the Aegean; | wanted to show
them the poetic beauty this land of infinite frugality and privation had
brought into being.

It was six years or so ago that | first had the idea of putting eve-
rything | knew and had experienced into a book. | wanted to com-
municate everything | had learnt about the Aegean through words and
pictures; to share the material gathered over so many years.

This book is the impression of everything | saw, heard and felt as
| came to know places and people more intimately. In it, the marks left
by all the experiences within me are laid out.

| am what my relationship with the Aegean has made me, for the
islands gave me an opportunity to discover a world that made me a
better, wiser person. My experiences there helped me see beyond
the surface to the heart of things; they became the compass that has
guided my life and thoughts.

Because the Marks of the Aegean are none other than the identi-
ties of its islands. No matter if they are natural or human interventions,
it is these marks that make the Aegean unique. Because no matter how
distorted the landscape, how extensive the interventions, the marks
remain: some, like its archaeological sites and artefacts, dead but still
transmitting their messages of wisdom; others half-dead and in need
of the kiss of life, a little sensitivity, the tender loving care they require
to re-vive and re-enter our everyday lives; still others alive and kicking,
announcing their vital presence to the world.

But the greatest boon of all these years of Aegean travelling has
been the people | have met; meetings that have changed my life over and
over again, every encounter an exhilarating dive into the Aegean soul.

Grizzled old-timers, simple craftsmen, fishermen and farmers
whom life and their experience of nature have rendered wise. Clear-
cut people of few words in whom life-hardening wisdom is softened
by self-deprecating humour. Spend time in their company, and they
will win your heart.

And then there are the conscientious citizens, the passionate ex-
plorers, the gifted travellers, amateur naturalists, self-taught folklorists
and intellectual visionaries who have dedicated years to studying the
history of their island homes and fought passionately to defend and
protect their way of life and their culture.

And, finally, the heroic publishers of the hundreds of Aegean news-

papers who overcome enormous difficulties with meagre means to print






To 2000 otn ®Awpevtia, n Eupwrdiki ZUppacn yia to Tortio kabdpioe
TOV OPIOG TOU TOTTIOU «Wq TO PEPOG KIS YEWYPAPIKAQ TIEPIOXAC ETOI
OMwe autd yivetal avuAnTITé amd Toug avBp®IToug Kal ToU OTT0iou O
XAPAKTEAG TTPOKUMTEl amd TN dPAon TWV PUOIKWY KAl avBP@ITIVRV
mapayoviwy, kabwg kal amd Tc avapetafy toug apoiBaieq
eMOPAOEIG.

M’ autév tov Tpdmo diapaivovtal EekdBapa or dUo TTApdUETPOI
TToU KaBopizouv TN GXE0N TOU AvBPWTTOU WE TO ToTTio. H pia mpokUrTel
amé 10 Mg emdpd pe TIg MPAEeIg kal dSpacTNPIOTNTES TOU TTAV® OTO
TotTio Kal N dAN amnd To WG To avtiAapBdvetal. ‘ETol, 600 Mo TTOMEG
YVWOEIG, ePMeIpieg, BIOUATA ATTOKTA KAVe(g, TO0O PeyaAUTEPN OXEon
pe 1o Tomio Ba €xel. Oco o TTOMG yvwpizel kAToIog yia €vav ToTo,
1600 TMI0 TTOAU Urmopel va Tov armoAauoe! Kal va Xapel JeYAAES OTIVUER
N UIKPEG AeTTTopépeleg, va diakpivel Ta onpddia mou aANidg Ba ta
TTPOOTIEPVOUCE.

>1éx0Q AoImmdv TN €kdooNg auTng eival va kdvel Ta onpddia Tou
ApximeAdyoug dIakpITd, va dwoel OAEQ TIC TTANPOPOPIES WOTE TA ON-
pAdia autd va amoKTACOUV YIa TOV avayvmoTn vonua Kai éoa amd
QuTA TN YVWOon va oePacTel, va ayanmoel Kal va arfoAauoel To Tagidl
oto Aiyaio kar 0Ta vnoid Tou.

a paper whose circulation may not exceed 500 copies, and to fight the
good fight for non-invasive development, for environmental protection
and the preservation of their cultural heritage.

In 2000, the European Landscape Convention in Florence defined
landscape as “an area, as perceived by people, whose character is
the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors”.
Their definition clearly indicates the two factors that determine man’s re-
lationship with the landscape: the one arising from the way in which man
effects the landscape through his acts and activities, the other from how
he perceives it. So the more experience and knowledge we each acquire,
the more powerful our relationship with the landscape will be. The more
someone knows about a landscape, the more pleasure and joy they can
extract from its moments of grandeur and its tiny details, the more clearly
they can make out the marks they would otherwise have missed.

The aim of this publication is to render the marks of the Aegean
clearly visible, to provide the information required to render them mean-
ingful to the reader. Because the more we know about the Aegean, the

more we will respect, love and enjoy our journey around its islands.






Elcaywyn

M’ éva TTAoio TN YPapUNg, €va 1ziv AUEPIKNG
KI éva UrmoupdAv oTo XEI
KI av O€ pag etdoouy Ta AepTtd
Bpiokoupe Kal Kapid douAeld va Byel TO KAAOKaIpI
Mpyog Zrnkag, clyxpovo Adikd Tpayoudi

To Ayaio ApximéAayog Trepiappdvel idvaw and 1.500 pikpd kal peydAa
VNOId, TwV OTToIwV N HOVAdIKATNTA Kal TIOAURIoP@Ia dev €Xouv avaAoyo
o€ Kapid GMn moAuvnoia g upniiou. Aev eival Tuxaio 6T 0 KOOPOG OAOQ
€xel UTTOKNIBET oTnv oplop@id Toug, kdvovtag avBpwmoug amnd Ta mepata
NG yng va B€Aouv va emMokePBoUV OxI UAVO TOUG TIPWTAYWVIOTES, TNV
Yopa, ™ Zavtopivn, Tn MUkovo, Tv MNdtuo, ™ Pédo i v Kortn, aMd
Kal To kabéva amnd Ta eROOUNVTA KATOIKNUEVA vNoId.

To kdBe vnol éxel TN BIKA Tou Puoioyvwpia. To péyebog, N yewpu-
oIk B€on, n edaPIKA pop@oAoyia, o SpactNPIOTNTEG Tou TTANBUGCHOU,
EexwPIOTEQ OTO KaBEva, KaBdpIoav TNV ICTOPIKA TOU TTopEia Kal Ty
OIKOVOUIKN TOU avArTugn.

H efaipeTikA TTOIKIAIA TOU QUOIKOU TTERIBAAOVTOG KAl TNG TIOAITI-
OTIKNG KANPOVOUIAG (MBn, €8iua, apXITEKTOVIKNA) TwV vNoidv diapdp-
(PWOoaV Ta OTOoIXela TTOU AMOTE Ta evoTTolouv KATd opddeg kal GANOTE
1a dlapopomolovy.

Ta peyaAUtepa vnoid tou Alyaiou eival n Kpritn mou €xel €ktaon
8.350 TeTpaywvikd xihiépeta, n Aéofog (1.630 T.xAU.), n P&dog (1.400),
n Xiog (843), n Zduog (478), n Anpvog (477), n Ndgog (430), evad ta
pikpdtepa vnoid Tou ApximeAdyoug eival ol Aeiyol, 1o AyaBovriol, To
Avykiotpl, or Ovouoeg pe éktaon 17, n Aovouoa pe 14, 1o KaoteAdpizo
pe 12 kal n 2xovouoa pe 8 T.xXAY.

H zwn ota vnoid tou Aiyaiou dev ATav TIAVTA auTtri TTou BAEMoUUE
ofuePa Kal Oev AKOAOUBNOE HIa YPaUWIKNA eEEAIEN TIpoddou. Toug TeAeuTai-
0Uug aItveg, 180, 190 kai 200, Ta VNOIG TIERACAV TPEIQ HEYAAER TTEPIODOUG
aKuNg kal Tapakpig. To epmépio ota AN Tou 180U aikva amd Toug EMn-
veG KapapokUpndeg Tou dpywoav ™ Meadyelo, eixe oav armotéAeoua va
dnpioupynBouv TOMA Aidvia kar ol eKIANKTIKO! OIKIopol TG "YSpag, Twv
>metowv, g Oiag, Mg Mukdvou, g MNépou, e anoTunwuéva TIdvew Toug
Ta oNEAdIa ™G eUPdPEIaS Kal TOU TMAOUTOU TV KATOIKWY TOUG.

H avdmmugn g atpomAooiag kai n Blopnxavikn ermavdotaon tov 190
alwva €RaAe OTo TIEPIBWPIO TIG TIAPAdOCIAKES KOIVWVIES TTOU apvABnkav

AT’ Tov Melpaid avaxwpolv kabnuepivd, Ta kaAokaipia mdvw amd tpidvia moia yia
1a vnold tou Aiyaiou. Ed® ta imtdpeva deAgivia mou cuvdgouv Tov MMeipaid pe ta
vNnoId Tou ApyooapwVIKoU.

Jump on a ferry, American jeans
and a rolled-up jacket,
if the money runs out
we'll find a job and see the summer through
Giorgos Zikas, popular song

The Aegean includes over 1500 islands large and small whose range
and singularity is unmatched by any other archipelago. Is it any wonder
the whole world bows down before its beauty, and that people from
the four corners of the earth dream of one day visiting not only its
stars — Hydra, Santorini, Mykonos, Patmos, Rhodes and Crete but all
seventy inhabited isles.

Every island is different, its size, position and terrain, its inhabitants
and their activities setting it apart and determining their unique history
and economic development.

The extraordinary variety of the islands’ natural environment and
cultural heritage (customs, attitudes, architecture) shaped the elements
that unite them into a whole but make each one unique.

The largest of the islands are Crete (8,350 km?), Lesvos (1,630
km?), Rhodes (1,400 km?), Chios (843 km?), Samos (478 km?), Limnos
(477 km?) and Naxos (430 km?), while the smallest include Leipsoi,
Agathonisi, Angistri, Oinouses (17km?), Donousa (14 km?), Kastelorizo
(12 km?) and Schoinousa (just 8 km?).

Life in the Aegean was not always as it is today, and its history is
anything but linear.

Over the last three centuries, the islands have experienced three
major cycles of boom and recession:

The commercial activities of the Greek sea captains in the late 18th
century funded the construction of numerous ports and the breathtaking
architecture of Hydra, Spetses, Santorini, Mykonos and Paros, whose
towns and villages bear witness to the prosperity of their inhabitants.

Then the change-over to steamships and the industrial revolution

marginalized those traditional societies that refused to change with

Over thirty ferries leave Piraeus every day for the Aegean and its islands. Here: The
hydrofoils that link Piraeus to the Argo-Saronic islands.
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VA EKOUYXPOVIOTOUV Kal dNWIOUPYNOE Ta VEA KEVIPA dpAoTNPIGTNTAC OTO
Alyaio, Tv EpuouroAn, T Zavtopivn, T MutiAnvn, T Zduo, ™ Pédo.

Tov 206 aiva, n avddeign g ABAvag wg BIOUNXAVIKO KEVTPO
piag EAMGBag mou ouvexag emektevéTav, odnynoe o€ TIApaKUN TIQ
TIEPIPEPEIAKES Plopnxavieg, evw n aglomoinon twv nediddwv g
Beooaliag pe v eKPnxdvion TNG aypoTIKAGQ Mapaywyng eKTOTIoE Ta
YEWPYIKA TTPOIGVTA TWV VNOIWY, e ATTOTEAEOUA TOV Japaoud Kai Ty
EYKATAAEIPN TV TOTTIKWV KaANiepyeiwv. O MAnBuoudg ota vnold Tou
ApxImeAdyoug aiva PEIVVETAI Je dPaUaTikoUg pubuoug, ol KATOIKO!
TOUQ TA €YKATAAEIMTOUV yIa VA JeTavaoTeUoouy atnv ABrva n va Eevi-
TeuToUv. XapaKINPIoTIKG Mapddelypa Peiwong mMAnBucpou kal eykatd-
Aeiyng eivar 1o KaoteAdpizo, ou and dekamevie XINADEQ KaToikoug
€QTaoE Va €xel onpepa TeTpakdoioug, kal n'Ydpa, mou and eikool
XINGOEQ KATOIKOUG OrpEPa EXEl XIAIOUG.

‘Ouwg, amd  dekaeTia Tou ‘70, Adyw g avdamntuéng Tou Toupl-
opoU, urtdpxel pia otabeportioinon Tou TANBUopoU, eva and tn deka-
etia Tou '90 mapatnpeital pia otabepn augnon. H idpuon 36 maver-
OTNUIOKWV edpwv oe €8 vnold (Kpntn, Pédo, 2Upo, Zduo, MuTiArivn,
Xio) Ta tTeAeutaia xpdvia TOVWVE! TIQ TOTTIKEG OIKOVOWIES Kal TAUTAXpova
QEpvel 0e eMaPn TOUG POITNTEG HE TOUG Katoikoug Tou Alyaiou. Ta
23 agpodpopia —ta meploodtepa dieBvri— Tou undpxouv oe 21 vnoid,
ETTPEMOUV OTOUG EEVOUG ETTIOKETTES VA €XOUV ypriyopn Kal armeu-
Beiag mpdoPBaon oe autd, yeyovog mou augdvel To TOUPIOTIKG peupa.
H edkoAn MAov oUvdeon pe ta vnold dnpioupyel To eviIaPEQOV O
TTOAOUG va ayopdoouy OTTiTIa yia TIQ KAAOKAIPIVES dlakoreég Toug. O
apiBudg Twv Eupwnaiwy mou €xouv eykataotabel oto Aiyaio Eemepvd
TIQ TIevnvTa XINAdEG, pe 1Idlaitepn mpoTiunon v Mdtuo, v AAGvnoo,
N 2kid6o, v’lo, TN MUkovo, v Mdpo, v Apopyd, 1o KaoteAdpizo,
v'Ydpa, Tic 2METoeg, Th PAdo kai v Kprtn. Ztov apiBud autd €pxo-
vTal va mpooteBolv Kal TRIakOoieq XINADEG TTAPABEQICTIKES KATOIKIEQ
EMrvwy, Tou ta teAeutaia xpdvia ayopdzouv oTiTia oTa vnoid.

>1a vnoid tou Alyaiou MeAdyoug uroloyizetar 4Tl udExouv TIAVK
amé 700 xiNiddeg ktipia, 3.800 Eevodoxeia 320 XINGDWY KAIVQV, EVQ
GMeQ TO0EQ KAiveg Bpiokovtal oTa evoikiazopeva dwpdtia. O oAoéva
augavopevog ToUPIoPOG Je TIG TOUPIOTIKEG UTTNPECIEG TTOU TOV CUVO-
devouv, aAG Kal N eKPNKTIKA augnon TN 0IkoJOUIKNG OPAcTNPIOTNTAG,
odnyel OTIG ApXEQ Tou 210U aIdva Ta TTEPIcodTEPA VNOIA Tou Alyaiou
o€ JIa véa Tiepiodo akung, PEPVOVTAG OTO KABEVaA Uia OIKOVOUIKA avd-
TTUgN avdéAoya pe Ta JIKA TOU CUYKPITIKA TIAEOVEKTNUATA.

H 1oTopia Tou Toupiopoy oto Alyaio, n Tyn TNG ONPEPIVAG TOU
avdmuéng, &ekivd oto téhog tou B’ Maykdopiou MéAepou, €xel Opwg
TG pizeg TG otnNV Avaygvvnon.

O1 mpwtorl TagIdiwTeg TTou digoxioav To Alyaio, amnd tov Meoaiwva
®C Ta TéAN Tou 140U aIWVa, NOAV KUPIWG TIPOOKUVNTES Twv Ayiwv

ANQ: H Mavayid n XozoBiohtiooa, kabnuepivd ouvdgel Ta vnold Twv KUKAGdwv
HETAEU TOUG.

KATQ: EmBatikd mAoio NG ypappng, aykupoBoAnuévo otov ABnvid, to Nipdvi Ing
>avtopivng.

the times and created new Aegean centres in Ermoupolis, Santorini,
Mytilene, Samos and Rhodes.

In the 20th century, the emergence of Athens as an ever-expand-
ing industrial centre led to the decline of regional industries, while the
mechanization of agricultural production in the fertile plains of Thessaly
displaced the agricultural products of the islands. Local cultivation de-
clined and in some cases stopped altogether as a resullt.

The population of the Aegean began to decline dramatically in
the early 20th century as its inhabitants left their ancestral homes for
Athens or emigrated abroad. Kastelorizo, for example, which once had
a population for fifteen thousand is now home to just four hundred, and
Hydra has gone from twenty to just one thousand.

The decline began to halt in the Seventies with the development of tour-
ism, while numbers actually rose slightly over the course of the Nineties.

Another recent development that has stimulated local economies
was the founding of 36 university faculties on six islands (Crete, Rhodes,
Syros, Samos, Mytilene, Chios), which has also brought students into
contact with the islanders. Moreover, the Aegean’s 23 airports'—most of
them international—-now provide foreign visitors with direct flights to 21
islands. This ease of access has encouraged many to purchase sum-
mer homes for themselves, there are now over 50,000 North Europeans
settled permanently in the Aegean, the greatest concentrations being
on Patmos, Alonisos, Skiathos, los, Mykonos, Paros, Amorgos, Kaste-
lorizo, Hydra, Spetses, Rhodes and Crete. Of course, many Greeks
have done the same, and there are now upwards of three hundred
thousand Greek-owned island summer homes.

It has been estimated that there are now some 700,000 buildings
on the Aegean islands, including 3,800 hotels with a capacity of 320,000;
add about the same number in rented rooms and that’s a lot of beds!

The constant growth of tourism and the services that accompany
it coupled with the enormous growth in building means that most is-
lands are now flourishing economically, each in accordance with its
comparative advantages.

The history of Aegean tourism, the source of its current prosperity,
starts with the end of the Second World War, but has its roots in the
Renaissance.

The first travellers to sail the Aegean were pilgrims heading for
the Holy Land between the Middle Ages and the late 14th century. The

TOP: The “Panagia Chozoviotissa” provides a daily link between the islands of the
Aegean.
BOTTOM: A ferry at anchor in Athinio, Santorini’s harbour.
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Torwv. To pwodikd TwV TTEPINYNTWV TTOU £PEUVOUV AUTA TNV ETMOXNA
10 Alyaio mepIAaUBAvVEl eUméPOUG TTOU eVOIAPEPOVTAI YIA TA TIPOIOVTA
KABe TOTTOU, APXAIOASYOUC TTOU TAEIBEUOULVY YId VA EAETACOUV TA pvNn-
peia, aMd kal kdBe Aoyig eMOTAIOVES — YEWYPAPOUG, BOTAVOAGYOUG,
ZwOASYOUQ.

Eival n emoxn Tou dnpioupyeital n uéda TG CUAOYAC apXaloTh-
Twv. BaoliNiddeg, dpxovieg, TAOUCION EUYEVEIRQ, OTOAIZOUV TOUG KATTOUQ
TOUG KaI Ta TAAGTIA Toug pe eMINVIKG aydAuaTta. H apriayn Twv apxai-
otATwV UrMpée amd v auyn g Avayévwnong PJEXPI TNV enavAoTacn
10 1821, éva and Ta onpavTikGTEPA KivnTpa yia Tagidia oty EAGDa.

O1 epI00dTEPOI TTPECREUTEG, MAPAAMNAA e TIC DIMAWUATIKEG
TOUG dPACTNPEIBTNTEG OPYAVWVOUV JIKTUG CUANOYAC APXAIOTATWY YIa
Aoyapiaoud Twv XWPWV Toug, efTe POvol TOUQ TIPOOTATEUSUEVOI Ao
™ SIMAWPATIKA TOUG ACUAIQ, €iTe 0E ouvepyaoia pe Kuvnyoug apxai-
OTATWV TIOU aAwViZzouv To Alyaio, aprmdzouv apxaia aydAuata, €pya
TEXVNG, XEIPOYPAPA KAl VOUIoUaTa.

O1 kUpIdTEPOI TIEPINYNTES TTOU EMOKEPTNKAV TO Alyaio ATtav o
MrouovTteAudvTl (1442), o mpwtog Eupwriaiog eMinvoAdTpng Tou eTi-
onpaivel 0Toug OUyXPOVOUG TOU TC apXaid pvnpeia, o IepandoToAOG
NT' Avzou (1641) mou eviunwoidzeTal amnd 1a vnoid Twv KukAddwv,
o FdMog mpeoBeutng apknoiog vie NouavtéA (1673) mou opyava-
VEI EKOTPATEIEQ apTTayig 1 ayopdg apxaloTATwy yia Aoyapiaoud Tou
NoudoBikou 14ou, o FdAog Toupvepwp (1700), kaBnyntig BOTaVIKAG
TIoU TTapaTNPEEl Kal Kataypd@el Th zwvIavA TTEAYHATIKOTNTA Tou APXI-
niéhayoug, o AyyAog mepinyntig Mraixdoug (1750) Tou eviumwoldzeTal
ardé Tov peydAo apiBd Twv eKKANCIWY oTa vnoid.

Metd t AMéEn tou B’ Maykdopiou MoAéuou, n Eup@mn mipooradel
va €MOUAMCEI TIC TTANYEQ TNG, VA AVACUYKPOTNBET Kal va TIPOOPEPE!
TPO®N, OTEYAON Kal armacxoAnon otoug TAnBucpoUg TG. O EAAXICTOI
EEvol eTIOKETEG TTOU €pxovtal oTnv EAAGDa mpogpxovtal Kuping amd
eurnopeq TAeIg kal evOIAPEPOVTAI YIA TIG ApxaldTNTeS. Emokémntovral
v ABrva, tv AkpdtioAn, toug AeApoug, tnv Apxaia OAupria kal
onaving etdvouv we ™ Anho kai Tnv Kpntn ( Kvwoodg, daiotdg ). Eival
N €MOXN TIOU OTA TTEPICOOTEPA VNOId eKTOC amd TIG JIAPOPEQ EEvEQ
QVAOKAPTIKEG APXAIOAOYIKEQ OXOAER, OI HOVADIKOL «ETTIOKETTES> fval Ol
ToAITtikoi e€dpioTol. ‘HOn amd tnv riepiodo tou MeooToAEpou, TIOANTEQ
TTOU O IO€EQ KAl 0l aywVES Toug BewpouvTav ameili yia TNV Kovwvia,
efopizovtav ouvABwg oTa TTIO AMOPAKPUOWEVA vnold (Aépog, Avden,
KiuwAog, Muti\nvn, ®oAéyavdpog, Zikivog, Ayiog 2tpdtng, Ikapia).

>1a TéAn g dekaetiag Tou 1950, ol Eupwriaior €xouv KaAUWel
TMa TIC MPowToyeveiQ avdykeg Toug, ol SUTIKEC KOIVwvieg odeldouv
TIPOG TOV KATAVAAWTIKG TPATIO ZwNg Kal N KOUATOUPA TwV JIAKOTIOV
€Xel Priel ma otn zwn Toug. Tnv idia emoxn, otnv EAAGSa 1dpuetal o
EMnvikég Opyaviopdg Toupiopou ( E.O.T.) kal kdtw amnd v enonteia

H mpwtevouoa twv KukAadwv EppounoAn, payelel and v mp@Tn OTyUn Toug
EMIOKEMTEQ TNG.

Renaissance saw the first archaeologists committing themselves to the
systematic study of classical antiquity in the 15th century. Collecting
antiquities was all the rage, as kings, princes and noblemen decked out
their gardens and palaces with Greek statues. Indeed, the chance to
grab an antiquity or two was one of the main reasons for visiting Greece
between the Renaissance and the 1821 Revolution.

The travellers who investigated the Aegean during this period in-
cluded merchants interested in new products to trade in, archaeolo-
gists seeking monuments to study, and scientists: chiefly geographers,
botanists and zoologists.

In addition to their diplomatic duties, most ambassadors organized
networks for the collection of antiquities on behalf of their nations working
by themselves, protected by their diplomatic immunity, or in collaboration
with treasure hunters who combed the Aegean, grabbing all the statues,
art-works, manuscripts and coins they could get their hands on.

The most important of these travellers included Buondelmonti
(1442), the first European philhellene to call his contemporaries’ atten-
tion to Greek monuments; D’ Anjou (1641), the missionary who was so
impressed by the Cyclades; the French ambassador, the Marquis de
Nointel (1673) who organized exhibitions which looted and purchased
antiquities on Louis XIV’s behalf; another Frenchman, Tournefort (1700),
a professor of botany who studied and recorded the living reality of the
Archipelago; and Bayhouse (1750), the English traveller who was taken
aback by the number of chapels on the islands.

In the wake of World War Two, when Europe was struggling to heal
its wounds, to get back on its feet and provide its people with food, a
wage and a roof over their heads, Greece’s few foreign visitors were
mostly wealthy with an interest in antiquities. They visited Athens, Delphi
and Ancient Olympia, and would very occasionally get as far as Delos
or Crete (Knossos, Phaestos). This was the time when the islands’
only ‘visitors’, apart from the members of the country’s various foreign
archaeological schools, were political refugees in the wake of the Civil
War (1946-9). It should be noted, however, that the practice started
between the wars when individuals considered a ‘threat to society’
were exiled to the more outlying isles (Leros, Anafi, Kimolos, Mytilene,
Folegandros, Sikinos, Agios Stratis and Ikaria).

In the late Fifties, Europe was back on track economically and the

West embarked on its shift towards a more consumer-oriented society,

Ermoupolis, the capital of the Cyclades: love at first sight for its visitors.
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